
 
Dear IIC Members, Students and Friends  

As you may be aware, Directors for the Italian Cultural Institutes are appointed by the Italian Foreign Ministry for a 
period from four to five years.  I am a firm believer that you do your best work in any given job in four years (not 
forty!) and so it’s time for me to move on.   I’ll hand over the reins to another colleague who should be appointed 
by the Italian Ministry in early 2017.  

Our event “Vino & Jazz: una serata italiana” on November 24th will be my last as Director of this Institute and my 
last as a member of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  I do hope to greet you that evening at this event, specially 
organised to celebrate the first edition of “Settimana della cucina italiana” and reserved to IIC Members and 
Students only.  

I do appreciate the warm support I have received from the beginning from the public of the Istituto Italiano di 
Cultura. It has been a pleasure to meet you in crowds here at the Institute at our concerts, conferences, exhibitions, 
photo competitions, talks and film screenings.  

Also in these few years, that public has grown and grown.  We have gone from a few dozen followers on Facebook 
to over five thousand and our language courses have expanded exponentially.  For the latter I believe our language 
teachers, not just native speakers but individually qualified in language teaching, have helped deliver the very 
highest quality of teaching available in a crowded market like the one in Melbourne. 

The funds earned from our language courses have also supported initiatives such as the IIC Translation prize 
which had its inaugural award this year and which supports both Australian translators and the promotion of Italian 
Literature in English. 

Along with our public, I wish to thank our sponsors: Enoteca Sileno, Brunetti, Bonfood, Pantalica Cheese, 
Schiavello and Pasquale Palmieri of 3PStudios Graphic Design. Thanks to them we have been able to welcome 
you at the Institute in the best “Italian Style”.  

A special “Grazie!” to all the volunteers of the “Pollici Verdi/Green Thumb Club” who immediately responded to my 
call and since 2013 have been looking after the necessary maintenance of the front and back gardens. The good 
news for them (and for all Members and students!) is that we have the funds to transform the back garden into a 
real Mediterranean Terrazzo as soon as the reconstruction of the external wall is over. Then all students and 
Members will be able to enjoy again a quiet break in the back garden/Terrace, among fragrant plants. It will be 
almost like being in the garden of a beautiful Italian Villa, right here in South Yarra, at Elm Tree House!  

I could not have achieved all the improvements and met all deadlines without the help and commitment of present 
staff Daniela Severi and Silvia Teani, and the great work of our language courses coordinator Azzurra Trione. A 
heartfelt thank you also to all the previous language courses coordinators, graphic design consultants, evening 
staff at the Reception, helpers and assistants for catering and stalls organized outside the Institute at a number of 
Festivals and Fairs. Grazie a tutti voi! 

In January 2013, when I came, I wished to convey an image of beauty, warm welcome and a variety of high quality, 
interesting cultural events, with as many guests from Italy as possible. I hope you enjoyed what was offered and I 
hope you’ll continue to support the new Director in 2017 with the same enthusiasm with which you have supported 
me.  

Grazie e un abbraccio!  

Lina Panetta  


