
                                 
                            Why studying at the Italian Cultural Institute, Melbourne? 
 
 
 

 
The Italian Cultural Institute (IIC) maintains the same high academic standards that you would find if you attended a high quality language school in Italy. The IIC school 
programs follow the six subdivision levels of language proficiency established by the Common European Framework (CEF):  
A1-A2; B1-B2; C1-C2.  
 
The IIC school annual cycle is divided into 5 blocks consisting of 16 hours of lessons across 8 weeks. It usually takes 80 hours (5 blocks) to acquire the skills needed to 
progress to the next level (eg. from A1 to A2, from B1 to B2), and each level is subdivided into five steps:  
 
A1.1, A1.2, A1.3, A1.4, A1.5. (beginner) 

A2.1, A2.2, A2.3, A2.4, A2.5. (elementary) 

B1.1, B1.2, B1.3, B1.4, B1.5. (intermediate) 

B2.1, B2.2, B2.3, B2.4, B2.5. (upper intermediate) 

C1.1, C1.2, C1.3, C1.4, C1.5. (advanced) 

C2.1, C2.2, C2.3, C2.4, C2.5. (bilingual) 

 
At the IIC, the teaching methodology is based on a fully communicative approach, which is followed in all European countries and aims at developing oral and written 
communication skills in real-life contexts. In order to increase and improve students’ knowledge of Italian, we use textbooks designed to follow the directions of the CEF. 
Our teachers adjust and enrich their programmes, organising a wide variety of up-to-date, authentic materials according to the interests and requirements of each different 
group of students. 
 
During the course, the main communication skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing are equally explored and gradually developed at all levels, through: 
 

 listening activities to improve oral skills 
 oral and written activities 
 reading activities to improve comprehension of written texts 
 activities in pairs or groups 
 grammar exercises 
 vocabulary exercises 
 fun educational games  
 educational videos to improve your knowledge of Italy and its culture 
 
All our teachers are selected on the basis of their professional Italian teaching skills. They are all Italian native speakers who hold Italian university degrees and have 
many years’ teaching experience in both Italy and Australia.   
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Thank you for taking the time to complete our self-assessment test and questionnaire. The answers that you provide will help us to identify your training 
needs and offer you the level and the course that best suit your Italian skills. 
 
Name and surname: ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................  Age: ………………..  

Phone: ..............................................................................  E-mail: …….....................................................................................………………………….………… 

 

1. Have you studied Italian before?      
□ No     □ Yes   – please specify when and for how long: .................................................................................... 
 

2. Where did you study Italian?  □ In Italy     □ at the IIC      □ Other (please specify) ............................................................................................................. 
 

3. Did you use a particular text book?     □ No      □ Yes (please specify) ................................................................................................................................ 
 

4. Why did you choose to study Italian? ....................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 

5. What skills would you like to improve through this course? Please mark 1 for skills that are the most important through to 6 for the least 
important. 
 
Listening     1 2 3 4 5 6 
Reading     1 2 3 4 5 6 
Speaking     1 2 3 4 5 6 
Conversation     1 2 3 4 5 6 
Writing     1 2 3 4 5 6 
Pronunciation   1 2 3 4 5 6 
Vocabulary     1 2 3 4 5 6 

 
 

How to do this self-assessment test: carefully read the description of each skill (listening, reading, speaking, writing, spoken interaction) in the 
following grids. For each skill, mark the level you think best reflects your abilities. These may be all at the same level or at different levels. Please 
ensure you have indicated one level for each of the five skills.
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Self-assessment grid of student’s Italian language skills 

 
 

  A1 A2 B1 B2 C1 C2 
U 
N 
D 
E 
R 
S 
T 

A 
N 
D 
I 
N 
G 

Listening I can understand familiar 
words and very basic phrases 
concerning myself, my family 
and immediate concrete 
surroundings when people 
speak slowly and clearly. 

I can understand phrases and 
the highest frequency 
vocabulary related to areas of 
most immediate personal 
relevance (e.g. very basic 
personal and family 
information, shopping, local 
area, employment). I can 
catch the main point in short, 
clear, simple messages and 
announcements. 

I can understand the main points of 
clear standard speech on familiar 
matters regularly encountered in 
work, school, leisure, etc. I can 
understand the main point of many 
radio or TV programs on current 
affairs or topics of personal or 
professional interest when the 
delivery is relatively slow and clear. 

I can understand extended speech 
and lectures and follow even 
complex lines of argument provided 
the topic is reasonably familiar. I can 
understand most TV news and 
current affairs programs. I can 
understand the majority of films in 
standard dialect. 

I can understand extended speech 
even when it is not clearly structured 
and when relationships are only 
implied and not signaled explicitly. I 
can understand television programs 
and films without too much effort. 

I have no difficulty in understanding 
any kind of spoken language, whether 
live or broadcast, even when 
delivered at fast native speed, 
provided. I have some time to get 
familiar with the accent. 

Reading I can understand familiar 
names, words and very simple 
sentences, for example on 
notices and posters or in 
catalogues. 

I can read very short, simple 
texts. I can find specific, 
predictable information in 
simple everyday material such 
as advertisements, 
prospectuses, menus and 
timetables and I can 
understand short simple 
personal letters. 

I can understand texts that consist 
mainly of high frequency every day 
or job-related language. I can 
understand the description of 
events, feelings and wishes in 
personal letters. 

I can read articles and reports 
concerned with contemporary 
problems in which the writers adopt 
particular attitudes or viewpoints. I 
can understand contemporary 
literary prose. 

I can understand long and complex 
factual and literary texts, appreciating 
distinctions of style. I can understand 
specialised articles and longer 
technical instructions, even when 
they do not relate to my field. 

I can read with ease virtually all forms 
of the written language, including 
abstract, structurally or linguistically 
complex texts such as manuals, 
specialised articles and literary works. 

 
 
S 
P 
E 
A 
K 
I 
N 
G 

Spoken 
Interactio
n 

I can interact in a simple way 
provided the other person is 
prepared to repeat or rephrase 
things at a slower rate of 
speech and help me formulate 
what I'm trying to say. I can 
ask and answer simple 
questions in areas of 
immediate need or on very 
familiar topics. 

I can communicate in simple 
and routine tasks requiring a 
simple and direct exchange of 
information on familiar topics 
and activities. I can handle very 
short social exchanges, even 
though I can't usually 
understand enough to keep 
the conversation going myself. 

I can deal with most situations 
likely to arise whilst travelling in an 
area where the language is spoken. 
I can enter unprepared into 
conversation on topics that are 
familiar, of personal interest or 
pertinent to everyday life (e.g. 
family, hobbies, work, travel and 
current events). 

I can interact with a degree of fluency 
and spontaneity that makes regular 
interaction with native speakers quite 
possible. I can take an active part in 
discussion in familiar contexts, 
accounting for and sustaining my 
views. 

I can express myself fluently and 
spontaneously without much 
obvious searching for expressions. I 
can use language flexibly and 
effectively for social and 
professional purposes. I can 
formulate ideas and opinions with 
precision and relate my contribution 
skillfully to those of other speakers. 

I can take part effortlessly in any 
conversation or discussion and have a 
good familiarity with idiomatic 
expressions and colloquialisms. I can 
express myself fluently and convey 
finer shades of meaning precisely. If I 
do have a problem I can backtrack and 
restructure around the difficulty so 
smoothly that other people are hardly 
aware of it. 

Spoken 
Productio
n 

I can use simple phrases and 
sentences to describe where I 
live and people I know. 

I can use a series of phrases 
and sentences to describe in 
simple terms my family and 
other people, living 
conditions, my educational 
background and my present 
or most recent job. 

I can connect phrases in a simple 
way in order to describe 
experiences and events, my dreams, 
hopes and ambitions. I can briefly 
give reasons and explanations for 
opinions and plans. I can narrate a 
story or relate the plot of a book or 
film and describe my reactions. 

I can present clear, detailed 
descriptions on a wide range of 
subjects related to my field of interest. 
I can explain a viewpoint on a topical 
issue giving the advantages and 
disadvantages of various options. 

I can present clear, detailed 
descriptions of complex subjects 
integrating sub- themes, developing 
particular points and rounding off 
with an appropriate conclusion. 

I can present a clear, smoothly-flowing 
description or argument in a style 
appropriate to the context and with an 
effective logical structure which helps 
the recipient to notice and remember 
significant points. 

W 
R 
I 
T 
I 
N 
G 

Writing I can write a short, simple 
postcard, for example sending 
holiday greetings. I can fill in 
forms with personal details, for 
example entering my name, 
nationality and address on a 
hotel registration form. 

I can write short, simple notes 
and messages. I can write a 
very simple personal letter, 
for example thanking 
someone for something. 

I can write simple connected text 
on topics which are familiar or of 
personal interest. I can write 
personal letters describing 
experiences and impressions. 

I can write clear, detailed text on a 
wide range of subjects related to my 
interests. I can write an essay or 
report, passing on information or 
giving reasons in support of or 
against a particular point of view. I 
can write letters highlighting the 
personal significance of events and 
experiences. 

I can express myself in clear, well- 
structured text, expressing points of 
view at some length. I can write 
about complex subjects in a letter, an 
essay or a report, underlining what I 
consider to be the salient issues. I 
can select a style appropriate to the 
reader in mind. 

I can write clear, smoothly-flowing text 
in an appropriate style. I can write 
complex letters, reports or articles 
which present a case with an effective 
logical structure which helps the 
recipient to notice and remember 
significant points. I can write 
summaries and reviews of professional 
or literary works. 
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Unless you are an absolute beginner or have never attended an Italian language course before, you should already be familiar with some, many or 
most of the following grammatical topics. How well do you remember them? Not very well – fairly well – very clearly. For each group, mark with an X 
the face that best describes your situation. In each group, underline anything that is completely new. Stop when you reach a level that is more 
advanced than anything you have encountered before.  The words that appear in italics are examples to jog your memory. 
 
 

A1 
 

Pronunciation and alphabet; nouns, adjectives and agreement; 
adjectives of nationality: inglese, spagnolo, italiano, etc.; possessive 
adjectives: mio, tuo, etc.; definite article: il, la, etc.; indefinite article: 
un, una, etc.; c’è/ ci sono; interrogatives: chi?, che cosa?, perché? dove?, 
etc.; simple present of  essere e avere, regular verbs in –are, -ere, -ire; 
demonstrative adjectives and pronouns: questo, quello, etc.; simple 
prepositions: in, a, di etc.; numerals: primo, secondo, etc.; negatives 
sentences; mi piace; formal and informal. 
 

Simple present of some irregular verbs: stare, andare, venire, fare, 
sapere, uscire etc.; verbs in –care, -gare; reflexive verbs: alzarsi, 
lavarsi, etc.; simple and articulated prepositions: in, al, nel, dalla, degli, 
etc.; adverbs of frequency: spesso, sempre, mai, etc.; simple and 
articulated prepositions with places and verbs of motion: al cinema, in 
pizzeria, venire da, andare a, etc.;  prepositions to indicate time: a 
mezzogiorno, dalle 9 alle 10, alle 2, etc.; prepositions of place: sopra, 
sotto, davanti, dietro, etc. 
 

Present simple of modal verbs: potere, dovere, volere; present perfect 
with essere or avere plus past participles; irregular past participles: 
detto, fatto, visto, etc.; expressions of time to talk about the past: un 
anno fa, il mese scorso, l’estate scorsa, etc.; further prepositions of 
place: andare a pranzo, all’Università, dai nonni, etc.; present perfect of 
reflexive verbs; adverbs of quantity: molto, poco, abbastanza etc.; 
pronominal particle Ci with place names. 
 

Direct pronouns: lo, la, le, etc.; the partitive pronoun Ne: ne prendo 
due, etc.; suffixes: -ino/-ina, -etto/-etta; gerund and the verb stare plus 
gerund, prepositions: in and da: in+-eria, da/dal+person; the present 
perfect of verbs iniziare and finire and the choice of the auxiliary; 
direct pronouns with modal verbs; idiomatic expressions: ‘ce l’ho’ e 
‘non ce l’ho’ and: ‘ci vuole’ e ‘ci vogliono’. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

A2 
 
Simple present and present perfect of the verb piacere; 
indirect pronouns: mi, ti, gli, etc. The imperfect: leggevo, 
compravo, facevo; expressions of time about the past. 
 
 
 
 
 
Present conditional of regular and irregular verbs: vorrei, 
telefonerei, studierei; future of regular and irregular verbs: 
arriverò, arriverete; expressions of time to talk about future 
actions: la prossima settimana, tra tre mesi, etc.; the 
imperative, the negative imperative and imperative with 
pronouns; combined pronouns with simple and compound 
tenses. 
 
 
 
Present perfect of: cominciare and finire: ha cominciato/finito 
un nuovo libro, la lezione è cominciata/finita; future simple: 
comprerò, viaggerò, farò, etc.; majority, equality and minority 
comparatives: alto come me, più alto di me, meno alto di me, 
etc; relative superlatives: il più alto; superlatives: altissimo. 
 
 
 
 
Imperative: Guarda! Senti! Scusa!; negative imperative: Non 
tornare tardi!; the imperative with pronouns: Rispondimi!, 
Sedetevi!, Diteglielo!; the progressive form and the verb stare: 
sto per partire, etc. 
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B1 
 
The future perfect; connectives and temporal conjunctions: appena, 
siccome, ciònonostante, etc.; phrases, expressions and idioms such as: 
per la precisione, più o meno, magari, è uno di quei, etc.; past 
conditional; passato remoto; the use of present perfect and passato 
remoto; the imperfect instead of the past conditional to express an 
unfulfilled desire; historical present.  
 
 
Direct speech; the main clause and the subordinate clause; present 
subjunctive and use in the subordinates; di + infinitive;  
The proper use of punctuation, rhythm and intonation; synonyms and 
antonyms; correct position of adjectives, relationally, literally, 
figuratively; altered diminutives and augmentatives; implicit and 
explicit constructions; use of discourse markers such as: come dire, 
insomma, e dunque, quindi, cioè, beh, etc. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

C1 
 
Impersonal Si and passive si; relative pronouns: chi, coloro 
che, ciò che; imperative courtesy form; use of adjectives and 
indefinite pronouns: nessuno, alcuno, chiunque, qualunque; 
past and past perfect subjunctive; sequence of tenses: 
anteriority, simultaneity.  
 
 
 
 
Indirect speech; use of the future in the narrative of the past; 
passive sentences with essere, venire, andare; simple and 
compound gerund; the infinitive; historical present.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

B2 
 
The imperfect subjunctive in independent clauses; the formation and 
placement of adverbs; unstressed and tonic pronouns; using 
pronouns to refer to things that have already been mentioned; past 
perfect; undefined verbs: modal gerund, past and present participle; 
phrasal verbs: girare a vuoto, prendere una posizione, stare alla larga, 
etc.; expressions for taking time to stop and enter conversations: ho 
capito ma, si però, dunque, etc.;  
 

 
 

 

C2 
 
Impersonal verbs and generic subjects (tu, uno,…); indirect 
speech and reported speech; indirect speech: the main 
clause with the action in the past; indirect interrogative 
sentences; pleonastic non (più facile di quanto non pensassi 
etc); linguistic tics: quant’altro, un attimino, tra virgolette, 
praticamente, etc.; metaphors; advanced constructions such 
as è Pietro che ha vinto il torneo, chi ha vinto il trofeo è Pietro 
etc; hypothetical phrases and concordances; style, accuracy, 
complexity and figures of speech.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
NOTES: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………………………………………… 
 


