
WOMEN ON THE VERGE is a political play, a bitter and desperate series of monologues directed by 

Jaime Wilson-Ramirez, starring Maria Paula Afanador, Camilla Palacios, Samantha Urquijo-Garcia and 

Serena Del Petre. Based on Dario Fo and Franca Rame's 8 Monologues of Women. 

 

Monologue 1 - THE WOMAN ALONE 

 

She is alone in her apartment taking care of her brother in law who had a 

terrible accident. She is able to see a woman neighbour in the opposite 

building and starts a conversation throughout this conversation the woman 

alone reveals her story. 

 

Monologue 2 - THE WHORE IN A LUNATIC ASYLUM 

The prostitute is a temporary patient in a Lunatic Asylum. She suffers some type 

of psychological episode where she lost her mental clarity and does things that 

she is not able to remember. She is in a room where she is going to be assessed 

by a woman doctor. This assessment is a pretext to tell this woman story: her 

childhood, the chances she had to become a “respectful” woman in a society full 

of discrimination and not real opportunities! 

 

 

 

Monologue 3 - THE RAPE 

It is a gritty narration of a rape in present tense; however it is also sober 

and sensible one. It describe step by step one of the most horrible abuse 

of power but necessary to move people to denounce it! 

 

 

Monologue 4 - THE AWAKENING 

A young mother wife and worker wakes up just in time for prepare herself and 

prepares her baby to leave the apartment and take the baby to the childcare 

and go to the factory but accidents happen and she can’t find the keys. It is the 

exercise of remembering where she left the keys when she tells her story, her 

relationship with her husband and how she sees the world where she lives. It is 

a monologue full of positive attitude and laugh. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

WOMEN ON THE VERGE – The cast 

Maria Paula Afanador. Colombian actress, she studied Performing Arts in 

2008 at the “Charlot Academy” and continued at “The National Theatre House” 

in Bogota, Colombia. Graduated as an actress in 2012, Maria Paula has worked 

as an actress in plays such as “44 Minutes to Recover Love”, “The Trojan 

Women”, “The Real Inspector Hound” among others. Maria Paula has 

continued training on different acting techniques with acclaimed professors. As 

for her recent work, before landing in Melbourne, she was part of “The Beauty 

and the Beast” at the National Theatre. In Australia, she performed in May of 2014, with the Spanish 

Theatre Company presenting “Erotic Alleluia”, an adaptation of the play by Federico García Lorca. She 

also performed at La Mama in the “Mask of Beauty” with Peter Green and “Women on the Verge” in 2015 

and 2016. Maria is passionate about theatre and films, and keen to act around the globe for the rest of 

her life. 

 

Camila Palacios. Camila is an Australian actress from Melbourne. She 

started her training in 2009 at NIDA where she undertook a Screen 

Performance Intensive course. This experience sparked her passion for 

acting in theatre and film, which led her moving to London to pursue 

more vigorous training. She studied at The Actors Temple, in the 

Stanford Meisner course and this allowed her to work as an actress in 

plays such as Sam Shephard’s “The Buried Child” and Anton Chekhov’s 

“The Seagull”. On coming back to Australia Camila furthered training at 16th Street Actors Studio with 

several important teachers, whilst also performing with the Spanish Theatre Company in two plays “El 

Cepillo de dientes” and “Erotic Alleluia” in theatres around Melbourne. Her most recent performance 

was with the The Bridge Teatro Latino Company in her role as ‘Monica’ in “Women on the Verge”. 

Camila is currently studying at The Brave Studios in their full time course for advanced actors. Acting is 

one of her greatest passions and the creative source that fuels her love for this craft. 

 

Samantha Urquijo-Garcia. She is a Colombian Emmy Award Nominee 

Film &TV Producer. As an actress Samantha trained in Contemporary 

Theatre and Improvisation Acting Techniques and she was part of the 

Performing Arts Company at Javeriana University in Bogota. She’s had 

the opportunity to perform in various productions on stage and short 

films. She is now part of The Bridge Teatro Latino Company in 

Melbourne. Samantha proudly represents her roots and believes that Latin American craft contributes 

and diversifies the Australian cultural offer. 

 



Serena Del Petre. Serena, originally from Naples, has been always 

fascinated about art. She started with ballet as a little girl, but found her true 

passion in acting when she was 19 so she decided to finish the University as 

soon as possible and to move to Barcelona in order to study performing arts 

at “La Casona” Academy where she discovered her other passion: singing. 

She took her first steps into the world of acting in Spain, doing a bit of 

everything, video clips, theatre, musicals, TV. In 2010 she decided to move to 

Rome where she continued to studying and working, especially in theatre, 

experimenting with new genres such as the “commedia dell’arte” having the 

opportunity to return to her beloved Spain with an Italian musical. Serena’s 

adventurous spirit and curiosity took her to Australia in 2012. She’s already 

had wonderful experiences by joining the Spanish Theatre Company in Melbourne and participating in 

a variety of plays. She is an Italian actress playing in Spanish for the Australian audience. She loves it! 

 

Jaime Wilson-Ramirez. Jaime has worked as an actor, drama teacher and 

theatre director for more than 40 years in Chile as well as Australia. As an 

actor he performed in important theatre productions in Chile for example the 

first production of “Hechos Consumados” (Finished form the Start) by Juan 

Radrigan produced by the Teatro Popular El Telon. In Australia he has 

directed several plays and theatre groups, and teaches Drama in High 

Schools. Jaime has travelled through South America researching how the 

theatre is produced in different Latin American countries. The Bridge Teatro 

Latino Company is the result of years of experience in Australia. The aim of 

this enterprise is to establish a theatre which represent the view and the spirit 

of Latin American people for a big and diverse audience. 

 

 

“These women could kick you in the balls and you’d still fall to your knees in admiration of their political 

activism.” Peter Green, 103.5 FM 3MBS 

“Stunning. Chilling. I desperately wanted to look away to avoid the pain but I was mesmerised and just 

had to go through the pain with the women.” Samsara Dunston, Planet Arts Melbourne 


